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The alternative before the people therefore is not, as the com-
munique concludes, "between lawlessness with all its disastrous con-
sequences on the one hand and on the other the maintenance of
those principles which lie at the root of all civilized Governments".
"Mass civil disobedience" it adds, "is fraught with such danger
to the State that it must be met with sternness and severity." The
choice before the people is between mass civil disobedience with
all its undoubted dangers and lawless repression of lawful acti-
vities of the people. I hold that it is impossible for any body of
self-respecting men, for fear of unknown dangers, to sit still and
do nothing effective whilst looting of property and assaulting of
innocent men are going on all over the country in the name
of law and order.

M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat: S.N. 7885

147.   LETTER TO MEMBERS OF WORKING COMMITTEE*
Confidential (Not for publication)
BARDOU,
February 8, 1922
DEAR FRIEND,
This is the third time that I have received a rude shock when
I have been on the eve of embarking upon mass civil disobedience.
The first was in April 19192, the second in November last3, and now
again I am violently agitated by the events in the Gorakhpur Dis-
trict. What has happened in Bareilly and Saharanpur where
volunteers have been attempting to take possession of Town Halls
has added considerably to the shaking* The civil disobedience of
Bardoli can make no impression upon the country when disobe-
dience of a criminal character goes on in other parts of the coun-
try, both for the same end. The whole conception of civil dis-
obedience is based upon the assumption that it works in and
1 The following are excerpts from the introductory note in the source: "The
civil disobedience at Bardoli, . . . was to have been started on the 12th Febru-
ary, 1922, on the expiry of the time-limit granted to the Viceroy .... But
Mahatmaji suddenly changed his whole plan of action on the 8th, and . . .
circulated a private letter to the members of the Working Committee indicating
this change . , . *>s
* Vide Vol. XV.
* Vide Voi XXI, pp. 462-5.